IN THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently Amended) A method of processing cnan electronic payment cheque 

that relates to a transfer of an amount of money from an account of a first user in a first 
banking institute (500) to an account of a second user in a second banking institute (550), 
which processing includes generating digital signatures by means of asymmetric encryption 
using en asymmetric key pair comprising a private key and a public key, characterized in that, 
the method comprises the following steps: 

in a first SIM card (101a) of the first user, creating an electronic payment cheque and 
signing the electronic payment cheque with a first signatxire generated by means of a first 
private key of a first asymmetric key pair, which first private key is generated on the first SIM 
card (101a) and resides on the first SIM card (109a) hosted by a first mobile equipment 
(101b), 

via the first mobile equipment (101b) hosting the SIM card (101a) of the first user, 
transmitting the signed electronic payment cheque to a second SIM card (102a) hosted in a 
second mobile equipment (102b) of the second user, 

in the second SIM card (102a), signing the electronic payment cheque, which has been 
signed with the first signature, with an additional second signature generated on the second 
SIM card (102a) by means of a second private key of a second asymmetric key pair, which 
second private key is generated on the second SIM card (102a) and resides on the second SIM 
card (102a) hosted by the second mobile equipment (102b), 

transmitting the electronic payment cheque signed with the first and the second digital 
signatures fi-om the second mobile equipment (102b) to a central hub (300), which central 
hub (300) is in communication with the fitrst and the second banking institutes (500, 550), 
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in the central hub (300), initiating a deposit of the amount of money in the electronic 
payment cheque into the account of the second user by initialisin g initializing a verification of 
the second signature at the banking institution (550) of the second user and a verification of 
the first signature at the banking institution of the first user (500). 

2. (Previously Presented) Method according to claim 1, w^herein the transmittal of 
the signed electronic payment cheque fi-om the first mobile equipment (101b) hosting the SIM 
card (101a) of the first user to the second SIM card (102a) hosted in a second mobile 
equipment (102b) of the second user, is performed via a digital mobile telephone system. 

3. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the signed 
payment cheque is transmitted as a Short Message by means of thc a Short Message 
Scrviccsvstc m Service svstem over tfica GSM system. 

4. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the signed 
payment cheque is transmitted as a Short Message by means of Irh;, Bluetooth or Wi-Fi 
standards. 

5. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1, wherein creating of an 
electronic payment cheque comprises indicating a telephone number associated to the second 
SIM card (102a), an amount to be transferred and an index to themi accovint[[,]] wherefirom 
the amount should be withdrawn. 
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6. (Ciirrently Amended) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the method 
further comprises: 

via the first mobile equipment (101b), prompting the first user to confirm crcation for 
confirmation of the creating of anthe electronic payment cheque, which prompting is initiated 
at the first SIM card (101a) hosted by the first mobile equipment (101b). 

7. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 6, wherein the 
conformatio n confirmation comprises entering of a PIN-RSA number. 

8. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1, wherein the encrypted 
electronic payment cheque is fraiismittc dt ransmitted via a message proxy in the central hub 
(300). 

9. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 8, wherein the encrypted 
electronic payment cheque at the message proxy is converted to an SMS Point to~point data 
download message, which subsequently is transmitted to the second SIM card hosted by the 
second mobile equipment. 

10. (Previously Presented) A method of issuing an electronic payment cheque that 
relates to a transfer of an amount of money fi"om an account of a first user in a first banking 
institute (500) to an account of a second user in a second banking institute (550), which 
issuing includes generating a digital signature by means of asymmetric encryption using an 
asymmetric key pair comprising a private key and a public key, characterized in that, the 
method comprises the following steps: 
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in a first SIM cad (101a) of the first user, creating an electronic payment cheque and 
signing the electronic payment cheque with a first signature generated by means of a first 
private key of a first asymmetric key pair, which first private key the first private key is 
generated on the first SIM cad (101a) and resides on the first SIM card (101a) hosted by a 
first mobile equipment (101b), 

via the first mobile equipment (101b) hosting the SIM cad (101a) of the first user, 
transmitting the signed electronic payment cheque to a second SIM cad (102a) hosted in a 
second mobile equipment (102b) of the second user. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) Method according to claim 1 0, wherein the transmittal 
of the signed electronic payment cheque from the first mobile equipment (101b) hosting the 
SIM card (101a) of the first user to the second SIM card (102a) hosted in a second mobile 
equipment (102b) of the second user, is performed via a digital mobile telephone system. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 10, wherein the signed 
payment cheque is transmitted as a Short Message by means of thc a Short Message Service 
system over thca GSM system, 

13. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 190 , wherein the signed 
payment cheque is transmitted as a Short Message by means of Ir, Bluetooth 10 or Wi-Fi 
standards. 
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14. (Cxirrently Amended) A method according to claim 10, wherein creating of an 
electronic payment cheque comprises indicating a telephone number associated to the second 
SIM card (102a), an amount to be transferred and an index to tttean accoxmt[[,]] wherefrom 
the amount should be withdrawn. 

15. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 10, wherein the signed 
electronic payment cheque is transmitted via a message proxy. 

16. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 1 5, wherein the signed 
electronic payment cheque at the message proxy is converted to an SMS Point-to-point data 
download message, which subsequently is transmitted to the second SIM card (102a) hosted 
by the second mobile equipment (102b). 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A method of depositing a received electronic payment 
cheque that relates to a transfer of an amount of money from an account of a first user in a 
first banking institute (500) to an accoxmt of a second user in a second banking institute (550), 
which processing includes generating digital signatures by means of asymmetric encryption 
using an asymmetric key pair comprising a private key and a public key, characterized in that, 
the method comprises the following steps: 

in the second SIM card (102a), signing the received electronic payment cheque, which 
has been signed with a first signature, with an additional second signature generated on the 
second SIM card (102a) by means of a second priinatcg aYate key of a second asymmetric key 
pair, which second private key is generated on the second SIM card (102a) and resides on the 
second SI M card (102a) hosted by the second mobile equipment (102b), 
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transmitting the electronic payment cheque signed with the first and the second digital 
signatures from the second mobile equipment (102b) to the central hub (300), which central 
hub (300) is in communication Avith the first and the second banking institutes (500, 550), 

in the central hub (300), initiating a deposit of the amount of money in the electronic 
payment cheque into the account of the second user by initialisin g initializing a verification of 
the second signature at the banking institution (550) of the second user and a verification of 
the first signature at the banking institution (500) of the first user. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 7, wherein the signed 
received payment cheque is transmitted as a Short Message by means of tlica Short Message 
Service system over thca GSM system. 

19. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 17, wherein the signed 
received electronic payment cheque is transmitted via a message proxy in the central hub 
(300). 

20. (New) A method according to claim 1 , wherein: 

if sufficient funds exist in the accoimt of the first user in the first banking institute; 

then returning account information of the accoimt to the second user as part of the 
verification of the second signature at the banking institution of the second user to the central 
hub and transmitting from the central hub to the banking institute of the first user the accoimt 
information such that the banking institute of the first user may transfer the amount to the 
account of the second user. 
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